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For two years the former U.S. ambassador to Chile has tried to tell tre
American public the true story of our shameful interference in the aftairs of
that country. In this exclusive article, Korry presents the facts that five
Arnerican presidents, a Senate committee, and the press have conceaied.

3 or two years | have devoted my life 1o the
},'«3 lonely and futile struggle of trying to tell the
‘3 American people what Jimmy Carter, like
Richard Nixon before him, insists rmust rernain
Top Sec-zt.

My name has been on extreme-left assassina-
tisn i3, my life has been threatened by the
extrerne right, my reputation has been shredded
by ITT and CiA agents, and my bank account has
been depleted because | believe that the elec-
torate should hear the facts of a story that has
dominated the media for the past four years—
what ihe United States did in, and 1o, Chile.

“arte- told a press ronfuerence last Novern.ber
that the story still can't be told, because he has to
safeguard "national security” secrets. | say that
lhe cover-up is motivated only by the desire to
protect doinestic political interests, that the tale
of the United States in Ciile would reveal how our
poittical system has been converted into an in-
siders’ monopoly for the accumulation ot power,
wedllh, and status. That's why Carter himself has
had lo lie to the public abuut this case. That's why
he has heeded Nelson Rockefelior, Henry Kis-
singcs, Teddy Kennedy, and scores of others
who have privately pleaded that he let sleeping
principies lie. After all, the essential "national so-
crcts” regarding Chile are already on public rec-
ord. The Senate investigation of the CIA estab-
lished in 1975 exactly what was done to prevent
Chile's President-elect Salvador Allende from
taking office in 1970 and what was subsequenlly
done to undermine his government.

Th2 most recent chapter in this tale unfolded,
appropriately enough, last October 31, Hallow-
een. Our most notorious spy master, former CIA
Director Richard Helrns, was secretly whisked by
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Carter's men at the Justice Department to a fed-
eral court fo plead "no contest” to the mis-
demeanor of “having failed to answar [Senate
Commiitee] questions fully, completely, and ac-
curalely, as required by law.” Later that day Al-
torney Genieral Giriffin Bell told the press that the
goveinment had arranged in secrel a s'range
plea bargain with Helms—the gov+ inment - . -uld
drop its charge of perjury (which is a feloriy) in
return for Helms's in effect pleading guilty lo a
lesser citense. Helms received only a suspended
sentence, and the government was spared hav-
ing to put hiin on the stand to teslify about all he
knew.

The details of how the “open” Carler adminis-
tration had worked out this trick-or-troat surpris:
for the public are fascinating. Bell had met pri-
vately with Edward Bennztt Williums, Helms's at-
torney (who had previously worked for such
clients as Jimray }otfa, Robert Vesco, John Con-
nally, Teddy Kennady, and the Washington Post).
Despite Bell's plecge, on taking office, that ha
would keep an open record of such meetings, at
least lwo sessions with Williams were conceaied.
Second, Bell disclosed that despite Cartor's as-
serlion (at a September 29 press conference) of
total ignorance of the Helms deal, the president
had personally discussed the case months ear-
lier at an Oval Office session atlended by Vice-
President Mondale and Bell. Third, by stressiny
how good a case of perjury the government had
constiucted and by stating that the government
had yielded only because of Helms's threat to
rerounce his oath of secrecy and to tell whatever
he chose from his enorrnous reservoir of secrels,
Bel: was introducing a novel principle in Ameri-
can law: that blaclumail, the sleaziest of critnes,
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months 10 make sure nol only that ns
would escape unpunished, but also, and
more irmporlant, that he would not be
forced to take any witness stand. Their plan
was to invrke “national security” to block a
trial. The !:'stice Depariment sat on a ted-
eral grand jury recomii:andation for
Helins's indictment untit public interest in
the ¢ “e receded. The delay gave Helms's
ma-:. friends in the Senate, the govern-
m: o, the banks, the multinationals, and
ov - thamedia- over wie i David and
Nolson Rockefeiler, 16 Henry Kissinger,
Cyrus Vance, and Averdlt Harriman, to
newsmen such as Eric Sevareid-—-oppor-
tunity to lobby for him. Bell was also able to
separale Helms from some of the more
serious charges made against him—that
he had conspired with ITT to commit per-
jury, which possibly enabled that company
1o defraud the government of $92.5 million.
If the former CIA director had to answer
these charges, the public might have
learned the whole story of Chile—including
the narnes of some very high officials who
told Helms to lie to the Senate.

! had been collecting evidence of these
and other posstle crimus for two years
when, at the end of March 1976, | alerted
the Justice Department. | saw myself as a
victim of possible CIA and TT perjuries
and conspiracies. | intended not only to
clear my name bul also to show how our
political system actuallv works aind to illus-
trate what Ken Kesey, author of One Flew
over the Cuckoo’s Nest, meant when he
said that the tall of Richard Nixon was only
a "ritualistic sacrifice.”

I knew that the power elite would try to
silence me. Ambassador Ralph Dungan,
one of Kennedy's top White House aides
and now a high Carter administration offi-
cial, warned me in 1975: “Don't iry to put
that stull on record. Don't try to take on
these guys. They can murder you.”

My conversion from friend and employee
1o enemy of the establishment began carly
in 1975. A brief, not unfriendly invitation
from Sen. Frank Church started the pro-
cess. As chairman of the newly formed
Senate Selec: Committee 1o investigate the
CIA and the FBI, the Idaho liberal ex-
pressed the hope that | would testify.
Whenever and however he wished, | re-
plied.

The invitation was no surprise. The Sen-
ale had been pushed inlo action by the
revelations of CIA actions in Chile. | was
ambassador to that country for four years,
from October 1967 to October 1971. | had
the legal responsibility for CIA actions in
Chile in 1970, the year Salvador Allende
was elecled lo lcad a “popular unity” gov-
crmment. | had met with Nixon in the Oval
Olfice, conterred with Henry Kissinger,
Nixon's national-security adviser, and at-
tended a session of the then supersecret
“Forty Commitiee” in the White House only
ten days before the grotesque murder of
Gen. Rene Schneider, the Chilean com-
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isander in chief. ! had drafted mosi of the
pu:;\,y Vit Uiined Gianieo pous
throughout Allende's first year in offi
Obviously, t had something to contribute to
the public’s demand lo know the facts
about the American intervention in Chile.

In June 1975, Gregory Treverton, a
young Select Commitice representative,
telephoned me, on Senator Church's be-
half, and asked for an informal interview
prior to my Senate appearance. ! told him
that of course he could have it. A few days
later the State Department rang. Would |
mind i onz of s mon atiandad s inter -
view as a silent ob.eivar? | had no objec-
tion, | answered. So on July 19 one J.J.
Hitchco '« arrived with Treverton at my
house in Briarcliff Manor, N.Y. (I later
learned that Hitchcock had just joined the
State Department after years of service for
the CIA)

To prepare for their questions, | traveled
fo Washington, to Chicago, and even to

Paris to cross-exarnine former colleagues

6

After | learned what
happaned in Chile, | wrote
Kissinger: “You and
the president . . . deliberately -
chose to permit me
and my family to run the
risk of murder. . . "

A
©
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in government. | interviewed my successor
as ambassador, my depuly in the em-
bassy, the Fareign 3ervice Olfficers in the
politica:! -ailairs section, the two Latin Amar-
ican experts on Henry Kissinger's National
Security Council, the Chile specialists in
the Intelligence and Research Bureau of
the State Department, and my former de-
fense attaché in Chile. The new director of
the CIA, William Colby, finally agreed to
sceme, 100. And aftel an exasperating wail
of many weeks, | gained entry to State's
archives so that | could reread all the offi-
cial cable traffic to and from my embassy in
Santiago.

| embarked on this search because | did
not want to rely on memory. Journalism had
laught me that "reality,” like “respectabil-
ity,” is often like a stage set for a Jean
Genet play— a perverse maze of mirrors in
which servants are transformed into mas-
ters, dwarls into giants, and villains into
heroes.

A summary of what | knew of America's
relationship with Chile illustrates that point.
It shows why Watergate was not an aberra-
tion but an inevitability. It traces the straight
lines from the romanticism of the Kennedy

-yaars to the sordidness of Nixon's—why, in
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short, we are what we are.
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Chile and its Christian Democicl ia, .-
Eduardo Fru, to be the progressive, e .
ocratic malels for the entire Third War
be Camelots alternative 10 Cuba. Thrcy

Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who .. -
saw the "Special Group" in lhe Wi

House that decided all CiA programe (= -

earlier version of the “Forty Committrs ©
the United States began working in 1g.
for Frei's election.

(2) The Kennedys utilized evey,
mesns - -itagal aindd vnconstietoe L
weli as legilirale—~-1o defeat Frei's Mara o
opponent, Salvador Allende. Through tr.:
CIA and other federal agencies, tens o
millions of public dollars were spent ¢
Frei's election. So overcome were the Key.
nedys by their fear of Castro that they ever.
responded with public money to appeul.,
from foreign Jesuits for federal help 1;
combat not only "Marxism” but also “fa:-
cism” (a theological term for the wid.
spread Free Masornry movement in Chile)
and "Protestantism” (a reference to the
American Pentecostal missionaries then
swarming across South America).

(3) When President Kennedy and Davic
Rockefeller both atlended a Harvard Uni-
versity Boa:d of Overseers meeting in
1963, Kennedy persuaded him 1o organizs
American big business for the anti-Castio
crusade. The banker racruited thiity-seven
leading mullinationals, such as ITT, to form
the Business Group for Lalin America.
Then Attorney General Bobby Kennedy, ts
supposed guardian of our laws, systemati-
cally integraled members of the same
Business Group into CIA programs. As an
inducement to Rockefeller, JFK pledged
that he would satisfy his request for no-loss
guarantees on any fulure investments in

Latin America. The United States would -

sign insurance contracts against any ex-
propriation by foreign governments of the
corporatons’ properties. (By ihe time | hrd
arrived in Chile, the taxpayer had been put
on this insurance limb for $600 million in
ultrarisky Chile alone, mostly to ITT and the
copper giant, Anaconda. This surn was
then one-fourth of the worldwide total of
such insurance issued by the United
States.) . ’
(4) In early 1964 President Johnson as-
sured David Rockelelier's group that he

would abide by Kennedy's commilments. ..

Not only did he send all available CIA and
State hands 1o Santiago in a frantic last-
minute outpouring of cash o defeat Al
lende, bul also he retained Ralph Dungan,
Kennedy's architect of our grand design
for Chile, to oversee this enormous efior.
When Frei won by a landslide, Dungan’s
immediate reward was to be named am-
bassador to Chile. Fror there he pried
trom LBJ more U.S. aid per capita than any
other country at peace received.

{5) Frei's Christian Democratic govern-
ment achieved more social and economic
progress—in education, land reform, tax
collection, income redistribution—than
had any previous administiation. By any
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farir wlandard! it was humanistic, ¢
cratic, proyressive.

C) The Johnson administration sent me
to Chile with specific instructions lo keep
Allendie out of power. The president hirnself
said so, and in 1967 and 1968 Vice Presi-
dent Humphrey wroic me to emphasize the
importance of barring the Communists
froin power. In just four years the Demo-
cratic Congress approved almost $2 billion
in aid and loans for Chile.

(7} Nixon fired e biiefly in early 1249
0y defense of Frei. Svon atier taking
office, he had settled scores with the Ken-
nedys by secrelly crossing Frei's name
frornthe list of heads of state to be invited to

‘ashington. Then Nixon decided to give
no further aid to Chile. These decisions
were, in part, Nixon's response to vigorous
anti-Frei lobbying in Washington by Chi-
lean fat cats, by their mullinational allies,
and by the CIA. Helms's agency had is-
sued a National Intelligence Estimate of
Chile immediately alter Nixon's election. It
was so unfairly critical of Frei's
performance—and of progressive, socio-
economic policies in general--that | had
exploded in a series of cabled protests.
When | said that these anti-Frei aclions
were foolishly designed to put the Right
back into power and would result only in
strengthening the Leninists and in weaken-
ing the strongest single bulwark of democ-
racy, | promptly received a pink slip.

(When | flew 1o the United States to hunt

A
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for a job, | was rehired at State's sugges
tion. Frei had written Nixon to seek a new
copper deal, starting with a dernand for
majority ownership of the Anaconda prop-
erties. State preferred me 1o handie this hol
potalo.)

(8) In 1970 the Foreign Service officers
in Chile conciuded that an Aliende victory
would signify “Fidelis o without Fidel.” Al-
lende’s Socialist party program had prom-
ised a fierce class war, The party's leader-
ship hrd evelided for dec.rlas tha plea-
=ure-loving Aliende kiom its Central Coni-
mittee or any policymaking post. It wanted
a truly revolulioniry president. It had sub-
mitted reluctantly to Communist insistence
that the popular Allende be its 1970 candi-
date; in return, itwon a pledge to have veto
power over every Allende government pol-
icy.

CIA penetration of the Communists and
of the far rnore violent Socialists confirmed
the fact that an Allende government in-
tended to combine the tremendous powers
of the presidency and the Chilean preler-
ence lor government-run enterprise in
order to gut the lwo fundamental freedomns
of the press and of association. As an ex-
newsman, | reg:arded as immo.al any silent
observation of such a process.

(9) | had been appalled by what | found
in Chile in 1967. The United States had
bound itself publicly to the Frei govern-
ment. li had become enmeshed in the polit-
ical affairs of Chile—shockingly so. Dun-

T
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gan was described in Washington ... .
Santiago as “a mernber of the Frei cabir
He had sought to have the CIA finance ;s
Christian Democrats into a Kennedy-...
machine. He arranged with the GIA Sl
a weekly newspaper in Santiago; he b ;-
Frei ministers on the CiA's payroli; he ¢y
sulted ofien with the key Jesuits: 1o [
sured Anaconda 10 fire all non-Ciy;
Democrats. The United States had tay..
the responsibility for every lacet of it
lite- agricollure, viucidon, b,
nance, production, savings and luisyz,
police, and military.

I told the Johnson and Frei governma.: .
that I could not and should not play vicerc,
ttold them that the incestuous relationsi;.
was hurting us both. | urged that we
gage quielly and prudently, that we ir
duce a low-profite policy throughoui Ly,
America, that we eliminate our rnilitary 1+
sions in Latin American countries, anti i
we urge the multinationats lo take conslruc
tive initiatives in order 1o avoid confronts.
tions over the inevitable nationalizations -:
copper and other holdings.

So, before Nixon's election, the o'fic -
presence of the United States in Chil:: w.-c
slashed, every CIA program was tririiriis..:
to the bone, our military contingert wa:
reduced to a small fraction of what it .-
further “guarantees™ of U.S. investme;:

were slopped, and the Jesuits v , 

shunned. Aiter Nixon's election, on My 0vn
authority and despite CIA protests, | cic: «.:
the weekly newspaper. ‘

(10) The CIA convinced me in 1970 -
my policies would boomerang into helpir,
Allende. Democracy itself was in troute: »-
Chile. The Socialists had joined th:
rightists in plotting with Chilear: generiis
overthrow Frei. The Cornmunisls v.ox
using large subsidies from abroad 1o i..:.
and sell senalors and deputies, «
blackmail key ficures, and to plant age:
in all other parties. Fascists were 1ecen i
cash and other help from Brazi! to dasias.-
lize Frei. And my hands-off, “low-pro
policy was, according to the CIA, abetr
the process of sapping the country’s ¢:
ocralic vitality. The CIA said that my alxt
ness was being read as indifterence, It
deed, since Kissinger and Nixoin b :
labbed the military governmenis of Br.. .
and Argentina as their Lalin favorite:, ©
appeared that |, too, had decided th:t! ¢+ -
mocracy was no longer of any import e

So, | agreed to do something to cour™
the Allende campaign. | did not follow = -
ClA's recommendation that the Uri ..
States support Jorge Alessaniri, the « -
didale of the Right. But ! did approve
spending of money on general anti- (>
munist propaganda-—posters, lea 1
and billboards like those the CIA h::i
nanced for years around the worlcl.

(11) The multinationals appealed ¢ i’
my head lo the Nixon administration for =
all-out, joint effort to defeat Allende an:!
elect Alessandri. On April 10, 1970, &
Rockefelier's group, which was rer:
the Council of the Americas, propos
covert action. Council Presiclent Josi -
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Cubas, accompaed by council staff and
by Anaconda Chizirman of the Board C. Jay
Patkinson, travelxd 1o Washington o re-
mind Asgsistant Secretary of State Chailes
Meyer and Olfice Director Williamn Stedman
that the United States had triumphed in
Chile tron 1963 10 1964 by joining -forces
with husinocs, Thov offered to spend
SHUNCOD 6 et Aessandr b the United
Statee would also commit itsel!,

Meyer said nothing. He opposed such
inferfcience. But Rockeleller had recom-
mended Meyer, a high Sears exccultive, to
Nixon, The executive committee of the
councit included Harold Geneen, 11T's
boss, and Donald Kendali of Pepsico, Nix-
on's closceat friend in the multinational
world and his principal client before he was
elected president Meyer dared not voice a
veto that would enrage Nixon and the
Rockefellers.

I learned of the Parkinson-de Cubas
pitch when an envelope stamped “Secret
cyes only” arrived. it contained a “rmemo-
randum of conversation” orepared by
Stediman. On April 28 | sent a withering,
unconditional rejection. Alessandri, | said,
was the candidate ol Chile's rich. The rich
could give him money if he needed it. i we
funded Alessandri, | said, that would
arouse anti-Americanism among the 60

O s it o rbes G i ¢

percent of Chilcans who were opposed to
any rightist. For the next six years an Ales-
sandrn government could blackmait us inlo
giving huge amounts to keep “the Com-
munists” al bay :

(! later discovered in the State Depart-
ment archives that my candor so akirmed
the While House: that it told Secretary of
State Rogers to collect all copies of my
cable, including the CIA's and the Penta-
gon's. Lreclassified it as “no distribution” to
recine readoerctin to Nixon.,
Hogora, and aow aedizn)

Sted:nan wrote me in May to “applaud
the destruction you wrought” and 1o report
Meyer's private delight.

(12) The Nixon-Kissinger-Hetms team
asked me to consicder the militaty over-
throw of Allende even before he was
elected. In August. a month before the
election, | recommended thal the United
States follow a “cool but correct” policy
with any Allende government. | ruled out
the alternatives of knee-jerk hostility or em-
brace. Immediately, a hush-hush Washing-
ton cable asked about a fourth possibility:
military overthrow. My answer was no.

(13) President Frei sent a provocative
message directly to Nixon immeciately
afler the election: “The odds are filty to one
that Allende will turn Chite inlo another
Cuba.”

(14) Chilean plotters of the Right and
center, including some of Frei's lieutenants,
contacted Allende's opponents in the Chi-

e o

Kinsinger,
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n military soon after the election, |

arranged for American multinatior
agerstomeel the most conspitalonigi; f«- .,
plotters: a General Vi, The Forty (1. .
mitlee overruted my ordersto the U8 o
lary to avoid any contact with the ¢, .
milituy Instead, it asked me 10 con. ..
scenarios by which the Chilean aeny vy o -
move. The richest mian in Chile, puty,: . .
Auguistin Fdwards, a close friend of Do
Kendalland the Rocketellers, arrange. -,
tha CIA 1o meat e a fow d v aine
cregton, Beroraiicring o the Lt e
that day. Edwards said that he wantos: -
ask me onty one question: "Will the U.S.
anything militarily  directly or indirex: ;7
My answer was no.

This background was inprinted in ¢,
mind five years later, in mid-1975, a«
walked into CIA Direclor Witham Coly
office to meet him for the fust time. I w...
convinced that the United States hacl haa
no covert aclion with the Chilean miitary
while | was in Chile; | was positive that there
had been no U.S. interference in the elec-
toral process heyond the modest pro-
grams that | had approved. | woull
swear - indeed | had to the Senale . that
there had been no U.S. complicity ir the
murder of General Schneider by Genera.
Viaux's men,

Nonetheless, | wanied 1o read Colby's
secret Senate testimony on Chile in April
1974. Months later, the media revealed that
the new CIA director had told of Ihe Unitexi
States, spending $8 miliion from 1970 to
1973 1o “destabilize” Allende and Chile.
And. to my astonishient, the New Yorh
Times said that | had played a key ro'e in
these CIA schemes even though | had left
Chile two years before Allende's over-
throw: it added that |, like Helms, had lied
about il.

Colby refused lo et me read his tes-
timony. “Natlional sccurity™ forebade his tell-
ing me a word of it, he said. So | sum-
marized my understanding of 1).S. actions
in Chile. He listened without comment.
When 1 told hitn that | was about to debate
Times reporter Seymour Hersh at & college
inmy homatown as pari of a campus "truth
squad” campaign, Colby nodded approv-
ingly. Where and when? his aide asked.

The debatce took place only a few waeks
before the arrival of Teverton and Hitch-
cock for their interview. Greg Treverton's
questions were gentle, his manner solici-
tous. He asked for, and | gave, a candid
review of my experience and analysis.
Then he focused on wo key isstes: the
assassination of Genera! Schneider and
the actions of ITT. | rattled off the many
steps that | had taken to forestall any rash
U.S. involvement. incluching arranging for
the jailing of Allende’s most likely assassin
in the Chilean mifitary. and | expressed my
bitterness at the Times's asscrtions of my
complicty in the alleged CIA plots. This
reply provoked Treverton to turn toward the
silent Hitchcock and whisper: “Don't you
think we can tell him?" Then he swore me to
secrecy. “There was a CIA plot with the
military.” he said. It was code-named Track

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/08/05 : CIA-RDP09'I"002O7R(')0N1.666030065-1

v

SN

s e e

v

e



v

Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 201 1/08/05 : CIA RDP09T00207R001000030065 1

+ 1) (1o distinguish it from my open endo:
ment of Frei's public, constitutional
schemes to block the Chilean Congress's
confirmation of Allende’s election). Trever-
ton disclosed that a Helms- White House
cable had been sent behind my back to the
CIA station chief in Santiago. "It instructed
him to do everything possibie to stop Al-
lende from taking power.”

Nixon, Kicsinger, and Helims had agreed
that neither 1 nor State should be told a
vard of s The CIA promised General
Viaux d fitelime annuity and sale passage
from Chile if his plot to kidnap General
Schneider backfired. A few days before
this feeble-minded scheme to provoke an
army takeover of Chile was put into action,
however, the White House suddenly or-
dered the CIA to cut loose from Viaux.

“Why," | exclaimed to Treverton, “that’s
becausc | saw Kissinger and Nixon on Oc-
tober 12. | told the president that Allende’s
ratification was certain and that only luna-
tics would be snared by any military
piotters.”

"My God,” | said as Treverton's news
sank in, “Colby set me up.”

Ihad, in effect, debated Hersh and many
others as Colby's spokesman. Colby had
encouraged me to disseminate information
that he knew to be very wrong and very
self-destructive. No less worse for me was
another implication of the concealment, by
Nixon, Kissinger, and Helms, of Track Il
The CIA station chief and the State
Department officers in my e"w‘wassy had
told e in early 1871 nat ne head
of an assassinaticn I:, 21 t "\ ioh the
number-two man on that ast. Frel's former
interior minister, was machine-gunned 1o
death that June, | had shunned all but the
most minimal protection because | thought
it wrong to act guiltily or fearful if the United
States had clean hands. As 1 wrote Kissin-
ger after i dlearned of Track II: "You and the
president, and others, deliberately chose
to permit me and my family to run the risk of
murder rather than give me the choice that
knowledge fof Track Ilf] would have
granted.”

Treverton ended the interview with two
assurances: one, that he would write a full
summary, send me a copy for review, and
circulate it to the full committee; two, that |
would have a timely hearing with the
senators before any report on Chile was
wrilten.

Autumn came, and neither pledge was
kept. By phone and by letter Church and
Treverton set dates for my testimony but
then fobbed me off with excuses. When |
learned that my predecessor (Dungan)
and my successor (Nat Davis) had testified
in secret, that my CIA station chief and

defense attaché had also appeared, and
that the Select Commiltee's report was in
final draft, 1 fired off a twenty-eight-page
letter to Church, protesting my exclusion.
Without detailing the scandalous details of
the Kennedy-Johnson era, | summarized
how anci why the United States had acted
in Chile for ten years and the CIA had ac-
curmulated such unmatched power.
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My letter was hidden from the full com-
mittee. Instead, two interim reports were
rushed out, concerning Chile and CIA-
linked assassinalions, including
Schneider’s. These reports slyly ol ex-
tensively rewrote history in order to wiueld
both the Kennedys and the Rockefeilers.
They converted Allende into an innocent
hero destroyed by Nazi-like Americans
only because he was a "socialist” ar 1d only
because Nixon was the U.5. president. The
complotely anppross L
that  had o})bill et iU y(‘:lv as ambassadc!
trying to reach almost any kind of accord
with Allende as well as the fact that Aliende
himself had written Nixon, praising my ef-
forls. Instead, isolated sentences were
pluckedd from cables--some not even writ-
ten by me --to depict me as partly respon-
sible for Schneider's murder and the plots
against Allende. Yet | had never been
asked a single question about those ca-
bles and had never been permitted evento
appear 1o swear to the facts. The commit-

report,
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An influential
Washington friend warned me:
“If you insist on
pursuing this matter . . . you
will know anguish
beyond anything you have
experienced.”
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tee even concealed Treverton's written
conclusion, in his report on me, that it was
"obvious"-—five years after the event--that
I still didn't know of Track Il

For appearance’ sake, the committee in-
vited me to testify at its one public hearing
after the two reports were published in De-
cember 1975. As the very 'ast witness late
in the day, | was allowed to make only a
brief, formal statement of twelve minutes,
no substantive questions were asked, and
was dismissed. | submitted for the record
my letter to Church and my 1971 cable
from Santiago, sumrmarizing my efforts to
live and let live with Allende.

These documenls werc eventually pub-
lished in the form of appendices in the
committee's hearings. By then. though,
only a few historians would hear of them.
And, | discovered, reporters were being
told by some people in ITT, by the CIA, and
by some senators that | was a perjurer who
was now olf his rocker.

Determined to force out the truth, | ap-
pealed to Leonard Marks, an influential
Democratic lawyer in Washington and the
former head.of the U.S. Information
Agency. | asked him to help me win the
right 1o testify fully and freely. He called

<<k several days latern with, 4
you insist on pursuing this ma P
as a friend that you witl know -,
yond anything you have expero: -

Afew minutes fater Jack An
He had been tipped, he said, =,
been “in bed” with ITT and “on - . -
from it. | offered himi a4 chance 1 -
copious files. He never did.

Next | decided to complainto toe
Department that | was being dene o
iy civil pahite s Blews of P '
caused seie movernient i e e -
Committee. | won the right to to ..
again--without artificial constrain,, -
two promises came from the corne
counsel: that at least one Rem_x‘:)h«:n:: L
one Democratic senator would aite:. -
secret hearing and that my t

nr

would later be rnade public. l\eum,. P
ise was kept.

The hearing was cenducted in a
inconvenient hotel room. Except for t:~

ard Baker, who tooked in for ten mir:
no other senator heard a word. The dey:
counsel sought again and again to ¢ -
off embarrassing disclosures. | was -
only to correct the record about myself, b
insisted.

“Where is the proof of your statemenis?”
he and others on Church's staff d
manded. On March 23 | returned with =
suitcase full of documents, including i
text of my April 28, 1970, cable tumnin,
down the Council of the Americas’ pm nt
the government for a joint anti-Allende a.¢-
tion plus the State Department lei:
applauding this veto, a confidential history
of the Rockefeller Council as written hw a
member, the official Overseas Private
vestment Corporation (OPIC) record of
how ITT and other council member
received special treatrnent from Kcnnedy
and Johnson in their insurance contracts
and hundreds of cables attesting to 'I‘
actions.

That same day the committee staff
handed me the transcript of imy secret tes-
timony to review "for national security dele-
tions before it is released.” But | deducesi
from some comments that the Select
Committee was about to go out of business
and that all the photocopying and editing
that day was a charade. As one young
staffer whispered: “They just want to find
out what you have.”

The next day | sent a registered letter to
committee counsel FA.O. Schwarz, Jr,
with a copy to Attorney Gencral Edward Levi,
Schwarz and others, Senator Church
included, were guilty of obstructing justice,
I said. They had deliberately ignored evi-
dence concerning ITT and other multina-
tionals, and they had kept the truth from the
public.

They had. in fact, concealed from public
scrutiny a network of under-the-table deals
that would make Watergate look like a bed-
time story. Swept under the rug was the
complicity of ITT, Geneen, the Rockefeliers,
and such Chileans as publisher Edwards
with Presidents Kennedy, Johnson, o
Nixon, many senators, and the Gia Ne
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mantion was permiticd of how Rockefeller
had started his councit st JFK's behest and
how in 1964 Edwards and another Chilean

* had attended an anti-Allende strategy ses-

sion of top muitinational executives in
N-wid Rosketeller's office #1 410 Park Av-
enue. The meating vias convuked by LBJ's
man for Latin America, Assistant Secretary
of State Thomas Mann. He told the gather-
ing how important the defeat of Allende

was to the White House. The ClA officials in .

attendance ook it from there. In follow-up
huddles they suggested how the mullina-
tionals might do “their part” for the national
interest by chipping in cash, material, and
influence to elect Frei and not a rightist, as
they preferred.

Mann came to Rockefeller's office on the
heels of his most in:, ortant “success.” On
March 37 Brazil's generals overthrew the
democratically elected government of
Joao Goulart. The toppling of the leftist
Goulart—he was very much likz Allendz,
and his removal reads like a step-by-step
rehearsal for the Chilean's ouster six years
later—involved the CIA, key multinational
membars of the Rockefeller greup, and the
Pentagon. The secretary of defense was
Robert McNamara (now heaa of the World
Bank), and his deputy was Cyrus Vance,
when the Pantannn nrelared a U.S. navel

task force with paratroopers to sail for Rio
to put down any resistance to Goulart's
dismissatl.

John McCone headed the CIA then, with
Helins as his deputy. When McCone re-
signed in 1965, he joined ITT's board of
directors. He atso remained a paid consul-
tant to Helms. Such arrangements are
common. Mcn whose minds are chocka-
block with n2crots gleaned in government
aboul © ressiten, sensuys, heariz-ol-
ste'2, and civil servants, at hcrne and
abroad, are put at the service of our most
potent execuiives.

McCone approached Helms about Chile
on behall of Geneen in the spring of 1970,
only a few weeks after my veto of the Coun-
cit of the Americas’ secret proposal for a
joint ClA-Big Business program. Within
days ITT launched an intensive campaign
atthe White House to override my decision.

This lobbying was coordinated wiih the
activities of Edwards and other Chileans
close to the councit and to the CIA. Two ITT
“public relations” men, Robert Berellez and
Harold Hendrix, worked closely in Santiago
wilh Edwards's agents. Edwards, in turn,
was in daily contact with the CIA, just as ne
was from 1963 to 1964. The CIA informed
all three men of the Track I conspiracy in
September 1970. When | barred Hendrix
and Berellez from access to the embassy
two weeks later, because of their intrigues,
they wired malicious cables to ITT. Indeed,
their bitterness toward me was echoed by

Ve . adebe e et [P PAVE U

Geneen, Helms, Kissinger, and Kendall,
each of whom lamented to their cronies
that | had “lost Chile to the Communists,”
because | had not aliowed the United
States to go all out for Alessandii.

Because all of this information—and
much more—was being suppressed from
the public, and because what | saw as a
conspiracy to destroy my reputation was
lso shielding crimes, on March 25, 1976, |
w:oteloAtorney ConaatLevi, domanding o
investigation. Six wecks laler Levi handed
my complaint to the Justice Department for
action.

Levi, a former president of the University
of Chicago, displayed a unique indepen-
dence and courage, for he recognized thal
he would arouse a feliow cabinet member,
Dr. Kissinger, and the entire establishment.
After all, Kissinger had covertly intervened
to stop similar investigations during the
three previous years. Levi's predecessor,
William Saxbe, had heeded Kissinger's
frantic warning that “"national security”
would be threatened if Halms were to be
indicted and to testify.

So laden was Helms's memory bank with
embarrassing date. about Democrats as
well as Republicans that “fiberals” like
Senatars Church and Mondale went along
with the backstage cover-up. That's why,
for example, at the very height of the furor
over the revelations of the CIA's activities in
Chile, Kissinger, McNamara, Averell Har-
riman, Senator Symington, and other nota-
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© Tom Braden's home in carly 1975 in ot

1o ¢ive Helms a festive send-off on the eve

ol hie returnto tran, where he had becnsent -

as U.S. ambassador.

Later that year, though, when the Senate
inquiry into the CIA seemed 1o show that
Helras had committed perjury, word leaked
that Heling intended to blow the whistle on
various high officials il he ever had to face
jail. Kissinger, of course, was one likely vic-
tirn of Helms's wrath hecause of his role in
e favar CIATT conspriacy in Chile.
Such leaks were intended to intimidate
Piesident Ford and Atlorney General Levi.

Levi ignored them and instead spurred
the Justice D: pariment to send two of its
attorneys to my home in June 1976 to take
a sixty-lwo-page deposition from me. It
conlained naines, dites, cable references,
and other documentation for breaking the
case. Immediatcly, | received a letter from
the Justice Department, which stated:
“Your candor and cooperation have
provided a refreshing relief from what we
are more accustomed lo encountering.”

My deposition contained three specific
charges. First, perjury by ITT's top execu-
tives, by Helms and other CIA officials. and
by “various government officials.” Second,
conspiracy lo defraud the laxpayer. In De-
cember 1974 {TT had been awarded $92.5
million in an insurance payment for its
nationalized telephone company in Chile.
ITT, | charged, in addition to lying about its

cooperation with the CIA to slop Allende,
had also concealed its briberies of Al-
lende’s associates from 1971 to 1872, In
the legal sense, these were "provocative
acts” that would, | think, have voided the
insurance. (ITT, incidentally, "persuaded”
high officials in the present Chilean dic-
latorship 1o pay the company even more for
its nationalized telephone company) My
third accusation was the conspirary of
Senator Church and his cesninittec's stafi
and counsel to deprive me of iny civil 1ights
I Ordon to conuent Cmes ad 1o obstruct
justice.

The Justice Depariment ruled against
invesligating Senate actions but wrote me
inat it would pursue the perjury and fraud
charges that had been so long
pigeonholed. Meantime, the campaign to
shut me up resorted to bribes, continued
threats, and libels about my mental health.
In 1975 Kissinger, for “compassionate rea-
sons,” olfered me jobs in his State Depart-
ment. And in 1976, as | edged closer to the
bone, his top aide, Larry Eagleburger,
asked me on the telephone if “they"”
couldn't fix a job for me with a multinational
like Pcpsico! “Don't you understand,” |
said, “that | irtend tc force out the truth
about Kendail [of Pepsico) and the
others?" | never heard again from that
quarter.

A break in the case finally came in
November 1976. ITT's Hendrix had plea-
bargained. Rather than face a perjury
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harge for having denied 1o the Senate that
4T had cooperated witir the CIA, the re-
tired public-relations man lalked about the
$350,000 ihat ITT had smuggled into Chile
to Allende's enemies. In federal district
court in Miami, without & word 1o the press
(as in the Helms indictment ane year later),
Hendrix was given a suspended sentence
of three months.

The media alsoignored Helms's resigna-
tion in January 1977 as ambassador 10
Iran. Notified quietly that he was under
grand jy dnvestioalion, e orctoneedd e
Washington and retained the crafly Wil-
llams who, like Nelson Rockefclier, had
also served on the Foreign Intelligence Ad-
visory Board.

Jimmy Carler’s election hrought the slow
wheels of juslice lo a halt. A new attorney
general and his team had to be recruited
and installed. To try to force out the truth,
during this hiatus | used the one-day hear-
ing held on January 11 onthe nomination of
Cyrus Vance as secretary of state.

Once again Frank Church stage-
managed my isolation. He scheduled my
testimony for 2:00 PMm, only filty minutes
alter Vance, the media, and the audience
had left for lunch. Church was the only
senator present as | traced Vance's lies 1o
the Rockefellers, the CIA overthrow of
Brazil's democraltic government in 1964, all

the “linkages which gave us Vietnam in the -

1960s, assassination plols, and the dark
legacies of «al! manner of covert opera-
tions.” How could the ran who helped the
Brazilian generals get into power, | asked,
be a convincing spokesman for Carter's
human-rights program? How could he in-
fluence the Chilean dictatorship when it
knew another well-kept secret: the Brazil-
ian military government provided “techni-
cal” help for the overthrow of Allende and
the installation of a police slate in Chile?

Carter named fetiow Georgian Griffin
Bell as his attcrney general, and soon ;
heard well-informed whispers of back-
slage deals lo quash the indictments of
Helms and Genecn. Since | had already
decided lo bring my own suit for damages
against ITT and ils chairman, Geneen, and
to name Nixon, Helms, John Mitchell, and
others as co-conspirators, | t¢iphoned the
Justice Department to inform it of my couri
filing and to warn that | intended to lay out
all the facts.

The Carter administration's reply was the
sly plea bargain with Helms last November.
Carter, Mondale, and Bell defended their
action as the first instance ol an indictmeni
of a CIA official by any government. The
“respectable” media, led by the Times, the

- Washington Post, CBS, and Time

applauded in editorials wrilten by men who
are good friends of Helms, of Vance, of
Mondale, el al. They described the White
House action as fair and practical. For
them, as for Helrns, silence is golden.

For my part, | cling to the fading dream
that there is meaning behind the words
“equal justice,” “the inalicnable righls of
every American,” and “the whole truth and
nothing but the truth.” O4—py
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